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Status 

1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 October 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed, 

6) S Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. ' 

Application Papers 
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Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group I (claims 1-8) on 10/25/05 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that that the invention in Groups II should 
be classified with the invention in Group I and therefore there will be no different search for 
each Group is not persuasive. Firstly, the remarks fail to respond to the reasons for 
distinctness of the invention in Groups I and II, as set forth in the restriction requirement. 
Secondly, a set of method claims cannot be classified in a same subclass as a set of apparatus 
claims. Further, method subclass searches are not necessary for the apparatus. In sum, it 
would be a serious burden on the Examiner to search both inventions in a single application. 
The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

2. Claims 9 and 10 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to nonelected inventions, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because 
they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: "60" on 
page 8, line 9 and "70" and "72" on page 9, lines 7-10. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because 
they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: "142" in 
Figs. 7 and 8, 

Corrected drawing sheets in compUance with 37 CFR 1. 121(d) are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the appUcation. Any amended replacement 
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drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of 
the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Regarding claim 6, " the pipe to be cut" lacks antecedent basis. 
See claim 6, line 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claim 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by Shiotani et al. 
(5,146,826), hereinafter Shiotani. Regarding claim 1, Shiotani teaches a portable vise and 
saw combination. The base 1 and the clamps 18 and 21 that are attached to the base 1 define 
the vise. Shiotani teaches a vise having a base 1 having three sets of engaging surfaces. The 
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base 1 includes three engaging surfaces for clamps 18 and 21. Shiotani also teaches a 
plurality of clamps 18, 21, one clamp positioned over each set of engaging surfaces. Shiotani 
also teaches a saw assembly 13 including a saw 3 and means 12 for mounting the saw to the 
base 1. It should be noted that the base includes turntable 2 and the hinge 12 mounted to the 
base by engaging surface and clamp 21. Shiotani also teaches that the means for mounting 
being attached to the base by one of clamps 18, 21 and one set of engaging surface. See Figs. 
1-4 and col. 4, liners 54-68 and col. 5, lines 1-52. 

Regarding claim 2, Shiotani teaches everything noted above including that the 
mounting device 2, 12 includes a base blade. The rotating plate 2 is rotatably mounted on a 
bottom plate, as shown in Fig. 5. The bottom plate is defined as the base plate of the 
mounting device 2, 12. Shiotani also teaches that means for rotating includes an index plate 2 
mounted over the base plate and is rotatable with respect to the base plate. Shiotani also 
teaches that the means for rotating 2 further includes a positioning handle selectively 
engageable with the index plate to enable a user to select a specific angle at which the 
workpiece is to be cut. 

Regarding claim 3-5, Shiotani teaches a portable vise and saw combination including 
a vise having a body 1 and a plurality of clamps 18 mounted to the body 1. Shiotani also 
teaches a saw 13 and a mounting device 2, 12 interconnecting the saw to the vise. Shiotani 
also teaches that the mounting device has a first end attached to the vice. It should be noted 
that one end of the turntable 2 is attached to the body 1 of the vise. Shiotani also teaches that 
the mounting device 2, 1 2 further includes means for rotating the saw to selectively position 
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the saw 13 with a workpiece mounted in one of the clamps 18. See Figs. 1-4 and col. 4, liners 
54-68 and col. 5, lines 1-52. 

Regarding claim 4, Shiotani teaches everything noted above including that the means 
for rotating further includes means for selecting a specific angle at which the workpiece is to 
be cut. 

Regarding claim 5, Shiotani teaches everything noted above including that the 
mounting device 2, 12 includes a base blade. The rotating plate 2 is rotatably mounted on a 
bottom plate, as shown in Fig. 5. The bottom plate is defined as the base plate of the 
mounting device 2, 12. Shiotani also teaches that means for rotating includes an index plate 2 
mounted over the base plate and is rotatable with respect to the base plate. Shiotani also 
teaches that the means for rotating 2 further includes a positioning handle selectively 
engageable with the index plate to enable a user to select a specific angle at which the 
workpiece is to be cut. 

9. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stocker 
(3,645,307). Stocker teaches a portable vise and saw combination 10 including a vise 1 1, a 
base 20, 21 having three sets of engaging surfaces. The engaging surfaces are defined by the 
inner surface of the aluminum angle 20 at two locations where the C-clamps 22 are located 
and the upper surface of the horizontal flange that is engaged with the clamp 54. It should be 
noted that the bolt is defined as a clamp that clamps the index plate 35 to the engaging 
surface of the flange 27. Stocker also teaches a plurality of clams 22, 54, one clamp 
positioned over each set of engaging surfaces. Stacker also teaches a saw assembly 16 
including a saw and means for mounto9ng the saw to the base 20, 21. Stacker also teaches 
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that the means for mounting is attached to the base by one of the clamps 54 and one set of 
engaging surfaces. See Figs. 1-4 and col. 1, lines 61-75 and col. 2, lines 1-38 in Stacker. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 6-8, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shiotani in view of Small (2,747,625). Regarding claim 6, Shiotani teaches 
a portable vise and saw combination including a vise having a body 1 and a plurality of 
clamps 18 mounted to the body 1. Shiontani also teaches a saw 13 and a mounting device 2, 
12 interconnecting the saw to the vise. Shiotani also teaches that the mounting device has a 
first end attached to the vice. It should be noted that one end of the turntable 2 is attached to 
the body 1 of the vise. Shiotani also teaches that the mounting device 2, 12 further includes 
means for rotating the saw to selectively position the saw 13 with a workpiece mounted in 
one of the clamps 18. See Figs. 1-4 and col. 4, liners 54-68 and col. 5, lines 1-52. Shiotani 
does not teach a measuring device connected to the vise to measure a length of the 
workpiece. Shiotani also does not teach that the measuring device includes a measuring 
element extending substantially parallel to the workpiece and means for selectively adjusting 
the length of the measuring element to accommodate the length of the workpiece or a pipe. 
However, Small teaches a measuring device 16 connected to vise 33, 35 to measure a length 
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of a workpiece 20. Small also teaches that the measuring device includes a measuring 
element 28 extending substantially parallel to the workpiece 20 and means 26 for selectively 
adjusting the length of the measuring element to accommodate the length of the workpiece 
20. See Figs. 1-4 and col. 1, lines 34-70 in Small. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide Shiotani's cutting device with the measuring device, as 
taught by Small, in order to measure the length of the workpiece before is cut. 

Regarding claim 7, Shiotani, as modified by Small, teaches that the measuring device 
includes a measuring stop 21 positioned at a distal end of the measuring element and 
engageable with and end of the workpiece 20 to be cut. See Figs. 1-4 and col. 1, lines 34-70 
in Small. 

Regarding claim 8, Shiotani teaches everything noted above including that the 
mounting device 2, 12 includes a base blade. The rotating plate 2 is rotatably mounted on a 
bottom plate, as shown in Fig. 5. The bottom plate is defined as the base plate of the 
mounting device 2, 12. Shiotani also teaches that means for rotating includes an index plate 2 
mounted over the base plate and is rotatable with respect to the base plate. Shiotani also 
teaches that the means for rotating 2 further includes a positioning handle selectively 
engageable with the index plate to enable a user to select a specific angle at which the 
workpiece is to be cut. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
appUcant's disclosure. 

Suska (4,607,829), Scneider (4,071,061), Breese (3,883,128), DeCarolis (4,377,959), 
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Golasowaki (2,778,393), Grabb (5,950,998), Huray (4,592,541), Ferreras (5,107,594), Carter 
(6,205,897), Chen (6,829,972), Clifton (5,197,365), Dunn (5,239,905), Bergler (4,537,105), 
Lindheim (2,876,808), and Markropoulos (2003/0233925) teach a portable vise and saw 
combination. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghassem Alie whose telephone number is (571) 272-4501. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap can be reached on (571) 272-4514. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, SEE http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 
866-217-9197 (too-free). 




GA/ga 



Allan N. Shoap 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3700 



November 08, 2005 



